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Rye, a poor grain, gives place to the richer
Seeds are carefully selected and adapted to the special
needs of special areas. Spring wheat moves north, and
winter wheat takes the place of spring wheat on the southern
steppes. The natural conditions of the vaiious zones in
the Union are exploited to the full. The old distinction
between producing and consuming areas departs. Northei n
consuming legions grow food for themselves, freed from
exclusive dependence on the south. Tractors tear down
copses, drain swamps, and plough the clayey soil. Vege-
tables, flax, and wheat follow. An area as large as Den-
mark has been reclaimed from swamp and marsh, and
Moscow has a larder on her doorstep.

The northern drift of agriculture is a romance in itself
and one of the supreme triumphs of the Soviet agriculturist
and horticulturist. In the extreme north, as we have seen,
in a latitude nearer the pole than Iceland, the wheat-giain is
made to yield its fruit in the brief summer season. Swift-
growing, swift-ripening seeds, which make up in sunlight
what they lose in sunheat, yield amazing harvests. Large
fruit- and vegetable-farms are established in the Kola
peninsula, which in weight of crops often surpass the recoid
of southern areas,

In the east the newly established industries of coal, iron,
oil, or machinery concentrate and increase the native
population. Towns arise and grow, with inevitable repei-
cussions on agriculture. Larger populations demand
larger stores of meat, wheat, apples, and cabbages.
Orchards, pastures, market-garden crops take their place
upon the local map. Home-grown food saves transport.
" Every region must institute its own agricultural industry
so as to have its own vegetableSj its own butter and milk,
and in one degree or another its own grain and its own
meat, if it wants to avoid getting into difficulties,33 said
Stahn, and a decree recently promulgated} compelling all
regions to produce an adequate supply of potatoes by 1939,
shows that he seriously means what he says.
The total area sown with technical crops in the Soviet